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British Geophysical Association 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 
 

Geological Society of 
London 

 
14th February 2014 

12:30 
 

 Draft Minutes  
 

 Apologies and introductions 
 
Apologies were received from absent Executive Committee members. Nineteen members of the BGA were present. 
 
Present: 
Prof Mike Kendall (MK)            – President and Chair 
Prof Christine Peirce (CP)          – Secretary and Minutes Secretary for this meeting (retiring) 
Prof Gillian Foulger (GRF)         – Website Officer (retiring) 
 
Absent with apologies: 
Prof Peter Clarke (PC)                – Treasurer 
Dr Mimi Hill (MH)                     – Newsletter Officer (resigned) 
Mr Paul Denton (PD)                  – Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer 
Prof Andreas Rietbrock (AR)    – Meetings Officer 
Miss Jenny Taylor (JT)               – Postgraduate Representative 
Prof Dave Waltham (DW)          – Nominations and Awards Officer – Co-opted member (resigned) 
Prof John Brodholt (JB)             – Outreach Representative – Co-opted member 
Dr George Tuckwell (GT)          – Industry Representative – Co-opted member 
Dr Lyndsay Fletcher (LF)           – Parent Society Representative – Royal Astronomical Society 
Prof Alistair Fraser (AF)             – Parent Society Representative – Geological Society 
 

 
  

1 Minutes of the BGA AGM 13th February 2013 
 
The minutes of this meeting were agreed as a true record. 

Document 140214_AGM/01 
Filed with minutes. 

2 Matters arising from the minutes 
 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

3 President’s Report 
 
The President gave a brief introduction, for members present, to the aims and objectives of the BGA and how it 
represents its constituents in governmental, research council and other in advisory roles, together with its relationship 
with its parent societies - the Royal Astronomical Society and Geological Society of London. The President then 
thanked the organisers for running a well-attended NAG 2014 meeting. In particular the President commented on the 
following: 
 

i) Newsletter 
The current edition of the newsletter is available on the BGA web site, and has been circulated by email. The 
upcoming edition (Winter 2013) will be available shortly. The RAS is also about to publish its geophysics 
brochure “Going underground – why geophysics matters”. The brochure is pitched at policy makers, industry 
and the public, and so it is not simply a description of what is going on in academia. A link should be available 
soon on the BGA web site to the digital version. 
 

ii) Awards 
The President, on behalf of the BGA, congratulated the following on winning prestigious national awards. 
 
Prof John Zarnecki, Open University – Gold medal, RAS 
Prof Seth Stein, Northwestern University – Price Medal, RAS 
Dr Alex Copley, University of Cambridge – Fowler Prize, RAS 
Dr Chris Davies, University of Leeds – Winton Capital Award, RAS 
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Prof Alex Halliday – University of Oxford – Harold Jeffries Lecture, RAS 
Prof Christine Peirce – University of Durham – Coke Medal, Geol Soc 
Prof Peter Styles – University of Keele – William Smith Medal, Geol Soc 
 
In addition to encouraging BGA members to nominate colleagues for national and international prizes, the 
President noted that the BGA has its own prize – the Bullerwell Lectureship – whose winner this year is Dr 
Kate Rychert from Southampton, who will give her first lecture [“Seismic constraints on the lithosphere-
asthenosphere boundary”] at the EGU, which will be repeated at the BGA Postgraduate Research in Progress 
meeting to be held at the University of Liverpool in September. Members were encouraged to nominate early-
to-mid career colleagues for the 2015 lectureship for which the deadline is 31th August 2014.  

 
iii) Geophysics Forum - RAS 

The RAS has initiated a Geophysics Forum, along the lines of its existing Astronomy Forum that provides 
advice to stakeholders, policy makers, research councils and fund holders. This forum comprises one 
nominated individual from each HEI with an Earth Sciences/Geophysics department or research unit. The CEO 
NERC attended the last meeting. 
 

iv) NERC funding changes – the President noted that the NERC is committed to retaining the Blue Skies 
funding mode and maintaining the current ratio of funding between that and the Directed modes, even if the 
outcome of the next Comprehensive Spending Review results in an overall drop in funding for the NERC. 
However, the NERC does intend to change its approach to Directed funding (i.e. the Themed Action Plan) and 
instead develop three threads: a) strategic programmes, with £5-£10 million per allocated on a programme by 
programme basis; b) strategic high level funding; and c) partnerships, to support smaller and more timely 
research. The NERC also intends to develop the Strategic Programme Advisory Group (SPAG), comprising 
around 10 members who will receive and consider new proposals for the directed programme funding. A Chair 
has been appointed but is yet to be announced. In addition, within the next year a thematic programme for 
doctoral training will be announced, funding 10-15 students per themed unit. BGA members should start to 
consider topics for theme proposals.  
 

v) Capital funding 
The amount of capital funding available to research councils is declining in line with a direct cut in 
Government funding to BIS. However, BIS appear to hold back funding to year-end which they then distribute 
to the research councils to spend to very short notice deadlines. The NERC community is encouraged to 
submit ideas for capital funding that the NERC can use to respond to the short notice calls. 
 

vi) BGA meeting support 
The following meetings have been awarded BGA meeting support funding: 

 
i. NAG 2015 – “From lithosphere to asthenosphere” – 5th-6th February 2015 – Geological Society 

 
ii. BGA Postgraduate Research in Progress – 4th-5th September – University of Liverpool 

 
iii. History of Seismology – 2015 – details TBC 

 
iv. Wegener event – “Measuring and modelling our dynamic plate” - 1st-4th September 2014 – Leeds. 

 
v. Post-Perovskite Tenth Anniversary Meeting - 23rd-24th June 2014 – Bristol.  

 
vi. “Holistic rock physics: integrating theory, observations and applications” - late August 2015 – Lake 

District. This meeting will be held in honour of Prof Philip Meredith’s contribution to rock physics.  
 

vii. “Deep Earth processes” - September 2014 – Geological Society.  
 

viii. “Seismology from space” - 9th May 2014 – RAS G meeting.  
 
Finally the President concluded by encouraging members and colleagues to join one of the BGA Parent Societies. 

 
4 Treasurer’s Report 

 
The BGA accounts and finances are in healthy state and a summary statement is included in the tabled documents. The 
members present were asked to approve the annual accounts, and duly did so. In summary, the Parent Societies 
contribute 40% each of the annual budget with the remainder coming from the Gray-Milne fund. Contributions of up to 
£500 have been provided to a number of geophysics meetings around the UK this year, with the main expenditure 
normally being an even higher level of contribution to the NAG and Postgraduate Research in Progress meetings. 
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However, both NAG 2013 and PGRIP 2013 meetings made a small profit that has been passed on to the organisers of 
the 2014 meetings. The bulk of the BGA income has been budgeted for outreach activities including the Physics 
Teachers’ conference.  

Document 140214_AGM/02 
Filed with minutes. 

5 Chartership 
 
There is more interest in chartership amongst industry, apparently in the wake of the Deep Water Horizon incident, and 
the Geol Soc now require teachers on their accredited MSc programmes to hold chartered status. The RAS does not 
offer chartership and the Geol Soc scheme is tailored towards geologists. At its most recent meeting the Executive 
discussed if there was any need or interest for the BGA to develop, or be involved in, a scheme tailored towards 
geophysicists. It was agreed that the BGA Executive would monitor the situation and get involved in any process that 
developed for geophysicists to instead define the detail of what chartership might encompass to ensure that it is done is 
a fit-for-purpose and sensible manner. The members present were asked to support that view, which they duly did. 

 
6 BGA geophysical video competition 

 
Unfortunately there were no entries to this competition this year and so the BGA Executive is recommending that the 
award scheme be put on-hold and efforts concentrated on its other schemes. The members present were asked to 
support that view, which they duly did. 
 

7 BGA Image Competition 
 
The President outlined the BGA Image Competition and announced the prize winners for 2013.  
 
Winner: 
Paula Koelemeijer (PhD student in Cambridge) for her image of seismic fieldwork during the Austerlitz field school,  
 
Runner-up 
Dr James Hammond (Imperial) for his image of a seismic station in the vicinity of Nabro volcano in Eritrea.  
 
Three other images were chosen for use in BGA publicity materials. They are:  
 
Michael Mitchell (UCB) – Iceland volcano;  
 
Kate Rychert (Southampton) – geophysical fieldwork in Brittany; and  
 
Michael Hodge (Bristol) – geophysical fieldwork in the Swansea Valley.  
 
The winner received a prize of £200 and both winner and runner-up opted for a subscription to the RAS. The Image 
Competition will run again in 2014 with a deadline for submissions of the 31st August 2014, so that the images can be 
judged at the next Executive meeting and the winners announced at the PGRIP meeting.  
 

8 BGA Prize for Best Taught Course Graduate in Geophysics 
 
The President noted that the Heads of all HEI departments in the UK that host geophysics-based degrees had been 
contacted asking for expressions of interest in the “Best Undergraduate in Geophysics” prize scheme that the BGA 
rolled-out for June 2013, along the lines of the Palas prizes for palaeontology, the Mineralogical Society awards and so 
on. A number of bids had been received and these were progressed in the pilot year. The winners were: 
 

James Mills – Southampton 
Matthew Funnell and Joseph Hunt – Durham 
Matthew Gelsthorpe – Keele 

 
and each received a prize of £100. A second call was made for AY2013, opening the scheme up to any taught course 
with a geophysical component, which attracted 13 departments to get involved in this award scheme. 

 
9 BGA Postgraduate Research in Progress meeting awards 

 
The PGRIP presentation winners for 2013 are listed below. This year there were many excellent talks and posters such 
that the judging panel viewed it as impossible to chose just one in each section. Consequently, executive action was 
taken to select runners-up who would also receive a monetary prize. The winners will receive £100 and the runners-up 
£50 each. 
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Best verbal presentation winner - Ross Parnell-Turner - Cambridge  
     Time dependent mantle plume behaviour beneath the North Atlantic Ocean  
 
Runner-up - David Schlaphorst - Bristol  
     Seismological insights into the structure of the Lesser Antilles Arc  
 
Runner-up - Zoe Watson - Cambridge (4th yr undergraduate)  
     Non-double-couple earthquakes in Krafla caldera, Iceland  
 
Best Poster presentation winner - Karen Lythgoe - Cambridge  
     Earth's enigmatic inner core  
 
Runner-up - Grace Cox - Leeds  
     Forward models of torsional waves: dispersion and geometric effects 

 
10 Outreach 

 
The President outlined the planned outreach activities for 2014, including the BGA “Teachable Moments” scheme 
where teaching materials based around earthquakes are provided online as and when they occur. For example, these 
materials might comprise a set of Powerpoint slides containing a description of the event, the geological setting, 
damage reports, the focal mechanism and a recording of the event from both a global network station and a 
seismometer in schools station for direct comparison. The RAS Bicentenary celebration is focused on outreach, 
including a scheme to provide £100K grants for community outreach events and activities. Applications from the solid 
Earth geophysical community are strongly encouraged. 

 
11 
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Committee Membership and Terms of Office – election of new members 
 
The constitution requires that there be:  
 

8 members who are fellows of one of the parent societies 
4 (up to) co-opted members who need not be fellows 
2 representatives, one each from the parent societies. 

 
The current committee membership is as follows: 
 
Fellow members: 

Prof. Mike Kendall           – President                                                – term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015 
Prof. Christine Peirce       – Secretary                                                – term: Feb 2010-Feb 2014 
Prof. Peter Clarke             – Treasurer                                                – term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015 
Dr Mimi Hill                    – Newsletter Officer                                  – term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015 
Prof Gillian Foulger         – Web Officer                                           – term: Feb 2011-Feb 2014  
Prof. Andreas Rietbrock  – Meetings Officer                                    – term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015 
Mr Paul Denton                – Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer  – term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015 
Vacant                              – Member Without Portfolio                     – term: Feb 2014-Feb 2017 

 
Co-opted members: 

Prof. John Brodholt          – Outreach Representative                       – term: Feb 2011-Feb 2014 
Dr George Tuckwell         – Industry Representative                        – term: Feb 2011-Feb 2014 
Miss Jenny Taylor            – Postgraduate Representative                 – term: Feb 2013-Feb 2015 
Dr David Waltham           – Nominations and Awards Officer         – term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015 

 
Parent society members: 

Dr Lyndsay Fletcher         – Royal Astronomical Society                 – term: Feb 2011-Feb 2014 
Prof. Alistair Fraser          – Geological Society                                – term: Feb 2013-Feb 2016 
 

The Secretary and Web Officer are at end of term and will be standing down from the Executive. The Newsletter 
Officer and Nominations and Awards Officer have resigned, effective from the AGM. The President thanked them all 
for their service to the BGA. The Outreach and Industry Representatives have agreed to extend their terms for 1 year 
and members were asked to approve that re-election. The following new members were proposed (Kendall) and 
seconded (Peirce) and were duly elected. 

 
Dr Jenny Collier (Imperial), Dr Max Moorkamp (Leicester), Dr James Wookey (Bristol), Dr Derek Keir (Southampton) 
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Dr Collier is nominated as President-elect, Dr Wookey as Treasurer-elect and Dr Keir as Meetings Officer with 
immediate effect. These positions were also confirmed by the membership present. Further BGA members interested in 
being involved in the Executive were encouraged to contact the President. 
  

13 Any other business 
  
None. 

 
14 Date of next meeting 

 
2015 AGM – c. 12:30 on the 6th February at the Geological Society of London during the NAG 2015 Meeting. 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 13:00. 

 


