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Draft Minutes
Apologies and introductions
Present:
Prof. Mike Kendall (MK)
Prof. Christine Peirce (CP)
Prof. Peter Clarke (PC)
Mr Paul Denton (PD)
Prof Gillian Foulger (GF)
Miss Jenny Taylor (JT)
Prof. John Brodholt (JB)
Dr George Tuckwell (GT)

– President and Chair
– Secretary
– Treasurer
– Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer
– Website Officer
– Postgraduate Representative
– Outreach Representative – Co-opted member
– Industry Representative – Co-opted member

Dr Sheila Peacock (SP)
Dr Jenny Collier (JC)
Dr Derek Keir (DK)
Dr James Wookey (JW)

– invited, RAS Council, as acting RAS Parent Society Representative
– invited, member elect
– invited, member elect
– invited, member elect

Absent with apologies:
Prof. Andreas Rietbrock (AR)
Dr Mimi Hill (MH)
Dr Dave Waltham (DW)
and
Prof Alistair Fraser (AF)
Dr Lyndsay Fletcher (LF)

– Meetings Officer
– Newsletter Officer (resigned)
– Nominations and Awards Officer – Co-opted member (resigned)
– Parent Society Representative – Geological Society
– Parent Society Representative – Royal Astronomical Society

The Chair asked all members to introduce themselves, this being the first meeting for many of those present.
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Minutes of the BGA Committee Meeting 4th September 2013
The minutes of this meeting were agreed as a true record.
Document 120214_BGA/01
Filed with minutes.

2

Matters arising from the minutes
None – other than those included as items in the main agenda.

3

Chair’s Report
i)

RAS Geophysics Forum – nothing to report from the last meeting.

ii) NERC funding changes – the Chair reported that the NERC is committed to retaining the Blue Skies funding
mode and maintaining the current ratio of funding between that and the Directed modes, even if the outcome
of the next Comprehensive Spending Review results in an overall drop in funding for the NERC. However, the
NERC does intend to change its approach to Directed funding (i.e. the Themed Action Plan) and instead
develop three threads: a) strategic programmes, with £5-£10 million per allocated on a programme by
programme basis; b) strategic high level funding; and c) partnerships, to support smaller and more timely
research. The NERC also intends to develop the Strategic Programme Advisory Group (SPAG), comprising
around 10 members who will receive and consider new proposals for the directed programme funding. A Chair
has been appointed but is yet to be announced. In addition, within the next year a thematic programme for
doctoral training will be announced, funding 10-15 students per themed unit. BGA members should start to
1
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consider topics for theme proposals. JB and JC both noted that the current Centres for Doctoral Training
(CTD) and Doctorial Training Programmes (DTP) involving multi-host partnerships are proving difficult and
work intensive to organise, especially so as there is currently no nationally agreed common application
deadline. However, a national agreement is currently being attempted. Also the current CTD and DTP
approach is proving confusing to potential applicants who appear not to understand exactly what they are
applying for. MK suggested that CTD and DTP Directors could be encouraged to provide constructive
feedback to the NERC once one annual cycle has been completed.
iii) BIS – the amount of capital funding available to research councils is declining in line with a direct cut in
Government funding to BIS. However, BIS appear to hold back funding to year-end which they then distribute
to the research councils to spend to very short notice deadlines. The NERC community is encouraged to
submit ideas for capital funding that the NERC can use to respond to the short notice calls.
iv) Joining a parent society – the Chair encouraged BGA members to join one of the parent societies. However,
it is recognised that cost is regarded as an issue with the rates of £106 for the RAS and £192 for the Geol Soc.
Many members ask about the value for money, especially those not within easy commuting distance of
London who cannot readily benefit from the facilities offered by both societies.
4

Treasurer’s Report
i)

Recurrent expenditure and budgets
The Treasurer reported that it has, in 2013, proven difficult to spend committed resources, largely because the
BGA’s main meeting unexpectedly made a profit and returned a surplus, and because the Teachers’ conference
had to be cancelled due to a lack of registrants. Timing and location were thought to be the main reasons for
lack of interest. This meeting is being rescheduled and relocated (see Outreach activities below – agenda item
6ii). In addition, less than anticipated numbers of meetings requested funding. Consequently the end-of-year
account is healthy at £10K. The Treasurer presented the 2014 budget, in particular highlighting the budget
requests to the parent societies. These budget requests were approved. Suggestions for expenditure were also
requested, although it was noted that an increased number of meeting support requests had recently been
received. In response to the increased meeting budget requests and to a number of other suggestions, including
a reported increased buy-in to the “Geophysics Award” (see item 8ii), the presented BGA annual budget was
updated accordingly and approved.

ii) Strategic expenditure
There is only item of extant strategic expenditure, that being the revision of the Geophysics Education Review
by Prof Khan. CP reported that an email had been received from Prof Khan stating that the budget requested
for the report is £10K and that in addition to the £2K already provisionally awarded by the BGA, Prof Khan
had applied for grants for the remainder to the parent societies, split between them, which had been declined.
Several aspects of the report, and its progression in a timely manner, were then discussed and it was agreed
that the BGA would commit to full funding of this activity given its importance. It was further agreed that the
Chair would seek clarification from Prof Khan as to what the additional £10K budget would cover and then the
Treasurer would transfer the funds.
ACTION
Chair to request budgetary breakdown and justification from Prof Khan.
Treasurer to transfer funds to Prof Khan.
iii) Gray-Milne Fund income
The Treasurer also reported that the Gray-Milne fund also had a healthy surplus in its current account in
addition to the capital fund, and that the Trustees of the fund were requesting suggestions for either increased
expenditure or whether some of the surplus should be transferred into the capital fund.
iv) Geological Society income
Nothing to report.
v) Royal Astronomical Society income
Nothing to report.
5

Appointments
i)

BGA Executive members
The Chair reported that four new members-elect had been found to replace currently retiring members, three of
whom were present at this meeting with Dr Max Moorkamp (Leicester) being unable to attend. These members
would be proposed and seconded by the BGA Executive members in attendance at the AGM. However, two
further members (Hill, Waltham) resigned just before the meeting, and four members are due to retire next
2
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year. A strategic replacement of senior officers was proposed with JC shadowing the President and JW
shadowing the role of Treasurer for one year prior to taking on those positions, and DK taking over the role of
Meetings Officer immediately, subject to their election at the AGM. The current Secretary (CP) will also retire
at the AGM. JT agreed to act as Web Officer until a replacement for that role could be found. And JB and GT
agreed to extend their term for another year. A general discussion of the BGA web site followed, set in the
context of the delay in roll-out of the proposed RAS server to host its affiliate societies’ web sites. It was
agreed that the BGA web site should be redesigned in the interim (which JT agreed to lead and for which she
was offered an honorarium of £500) and if necessary ported to a new host, whilst retaining the current web site
address. It was also noted that BGA funds could be spent on sourcing a professional design, built with a view
of BGA Web Officer maintenance once built. The Chair thanked all the retiring and resigned members for
their service to the BGA.
ACTION
Chair to review membership and seek replacements for retiring members.
Web Officer to specify design for new web site.
Treasurer to budget for professional web services and web site host.
Treasurer to budget honorarium for the acting Web Officer to redesign the web site.
Outreach programme
i) Annual review of “Teachable Moments”
As suggested at the previous meeting, an update on the status of the “Teachable Moments” programme was
sought and a review of its progress, fitness-for-purpose and criteria for event selection was undertaken. It was
also noted that the web site is not very prominent on search engines and was difficult to find if the address was
not known, even from the current BGA web site. PD agreed to contact the provider at Liverpool and see how
the site might be made more prominent and how its existence might be better promoted to schools. Usage
statistics were also requested. Post-review it was agreed to continue the scheme for FY2014.
ACTION
Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer to contact Teachable Moments provider
to increase web site presence and provide usage statistics.
Treasurer to contact provider to renew funding contract for FY2014.
ii) Physics Teachers meeting
PD outlined that, unfortunately, this meeting had to be cancelled due to there being only two registrants. The
reasons for the low take up were discussed including: a) wrong time of year; b) location; and c) limited
engagement by the IOP to publicise the event. A discussion followed as to whether a second attempt to run this
meeting should be made given the excellent programme of events that had been organised and the degree of
community buy-in achieved to deliver the programme and, if so, how a better take-up rate might be achieved.
Suggestions for running the meeting at a different time of year, hosting it in a university department and
developing better engagement by the IOP for advertising were made. In addition, it was also suggested that the
IOP might be persuaded to put this meeting in one of their three annual teachers’ update programme slots or
even running it as a joint event with the IOP. PD, JB and MK agreed to visit the IOP and discuss how this
meeting might be progressed and better publicised, perhaps even running as a joint event between a physics
and earth sciences department hosted in a university. JB agreed to investigate whether UCL might be an option
for this event, as a London location might be more attractive to potential registrants, or even at the RAS or
Geol Soc. PD and JB agreed to present a new strategy for holding this meeting at the next Executive meeting
and the Treasurer was requested to amend the accounts/budget to reflect that the allocated, but as yet unspent,
resources are being held over into the next FY to support the re-attempt.
ACTION
Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer to consider alternative approaches to teacher engagement.
Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer, Outreach Representative and Chair to meet with IOP.
Outreach Representative to investigate possible hosting at UCL.
Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer and Outreach Representative to propose a new meeting strategy.
Treasurer to amend accounts/budget to reflect resources being held-over.
iii) Liaison with IOP
No progress has yet been made on better liaison with the IOP and better integration of BGA events into the
calendar of events. As outlined in 6ii, PD, JB and MK agreed to meet with the IOP to see how this might be
betetr progressed.
ACTION
Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer, Outreach Representative and Chair to meet with IOP.

7

Chartership
SP noted that there is more interest in chartership amongst industry, apparently in the wake of the Deep Water Horizon
incident, noting that the Geol Soc now require teachers on their accredited MSc programmes to hold chartered status.
The RAS does not offer chartership and the Geol Soc scheme is tailored towards geologists. SP asked the Executive if
3
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there was any need or interest for the BGA to develop, or be involved in, a scheme tailored towards geophysicists. It
was agreed that the BGA Executive would monitor the situation and get involved in any process that developed for
geophysicists to instead define the detail of what chartership might encompass to ensure that it is done is a fit-forpurpose and sensible manner.
8

BGA competitions and awards
i) Video Competition 2014
There had been no entrants for this competition. It was agreed to suspend the competition until further notice
and devote efforts on the other competitions, schemes and awards.
ACTION
Suspend competition and devote efforts to promoting other BGA activities.
ii) Best Geophysics Undergraduate Award
After advertising this scheme for the AY2013, the Secretary noted that there were now 11 opt-ins, with UCL
and Bristol also opting-in at this Executive meeting. The Treasurer was asked to amend the budget for
AY2014 to take account of this increase in awards from the four of AY2013.
ACTION
Treasurer to amend budget.

9

National nominations and awards
The Nominations and Awards Officer was unable to attend this meeting. In his absence the committee discussed ways
in which more geophysicists might be nominated to national and international awards. The Chair also congratulated and
noted for the record the following award winners this year.
Prof John Zarnecki, Open University – Gold medal, RAS
Prof Seth Stein, Northwestern University – Price Medal, RAS
Dr Alex Copley, University of Cambridge – Fowler Prize, RAS
Dr Chris Davies, University of Leeds – Winton Capital Award, RAS
Prof Alex Halliday – University of Oxford – Harold Jeffries Lecture, RAS
Prof Christine Peirce – University of Durham – Coke Medal, Geol Soc
Prof Peter Styles – University of Keele – William Smith Medal, Geol Soc

10

Careers guidance, Education Review and “tackling transitions”
The Education Review was primarily covered as part of the Treasurers report. However, it was concluded as part of
discussion under this agenda item that the Education Review should be addressed as a matter of urgency, with the BGA
underpinning all of the cost. The target audience and value to that audience was also discussed, together with a launch
event, perhaps in association with the IOP. The aims and objectives of the “tackling transitions” proposal were
discussed at length and it was agreed that a meeting with a geophysics theme, similar to that being run for astronomy,
would be beneficial. PD agreed to contact Prof Paul Roche, the facilitator of the astronomy meeting, to see if something
similar could be arranged for geophysics. The “tackling transitions” initiative aims assist students with the transition
from schools-based to university-based learning, and provide training for their teachers.
ACTION
Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer, Outreach Representative and Chair to include in meeting with IOP.
Initiative documentation filed with the minutes.

11

Postgraduate funding
i) Ground Forum – new representative required

12

Since the last meeting Dr Ian Stimpson has agreed to continue attending these meetings as/when his
commitments allow and report back to the BGA as appropriate in exchange for T&S expenses. However, at
this meeting GT agreed to take over this role on a more formal basis.
ACTION
Secretary to contact Dr Stimpson.
Reports from Parent Society Representatives
i) RAS
LF could not attend this meeting to due another commitment, but SP acted as RAS on her behalf at this
4
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meeting.
a) Women in STEM subjects – RAS recommendations. More mentoring schemes and support for career
progression needs to be provided, with learned societies providing more examples in their materials of
successful STEM women who also balance the challenges of career and family. The RAS already have the
Daphne Jackson Fellowship to support women returning to a research after a career gap.
b) Immigration rules. Revisions to the immigration rules are potentially having a detrimental affect on the
recruitment of overseas students to STEM subjects. The House of Lords Science and Technology Committee
are currently consulting on visa issues and the impact on recruitment and the RAS are preparing a response.
c) Call of meetings. Solid Earth (SE) discussion meeting requests would be welcomed and these meetings are
well supported by the RAS, including the costs of two overseas speakers. Contact is Ian Crawford.
d) Geol Soc Council elections. BGA members who are also Fellows of the Geol Soc are encouraged to vote
for Nigel Cassidy in the Council elections.
ii) Geological Society
No report, although it was suggested that if Nigel Cassidy is elected, that he might replace AF as Geol Soc
Parent Society Representative on the BGA Executive Committee. GT is a member of the Geol Soc Science
Committee, and DW the Education Committee. The Chair suggested that JC replace him as the BGA “Chairs”
representative.
ACTION
Chair to communicate with the Geol Soc the change in “Chairs” representative.
13

RAS Geophysics Brochure
The Chair reported that this brochure “Going underground – why geophysics matters” is nearly complete and that a
draft is available. Initially this draft made no mention of the BGA and a request has been made that this be changed.
The brochure is pitched at policy makers, industry and the public, and so it is not simply a description of what is going
on in academia. The amended brochure is due for imminent publication and copies will be circulated. A link should be
included on the BGA web site to the digital version.
ACTION
Web Officer to include a link to the brochure on the web site.

14

15

BGA Newsletter
A draft Winter 2013 newsletter was circulated. JT requested comments and suggestions for amendments and omissions
as soon as possible post-meeting so that this can be published.
ACTION
All members to send comments on and content for the newsletter to JT ASAP.
Web Officer to publish newsletter on web site.
Upcoming meetings
Noted for the record the following upcoming meetings:
i) NAG 2014 – “Earthquakes: from mechanics to mitigation” – 13th-14th February – Geological Society
ii) Postgraduate Research in Progress – 4th-5th September – University of Liverpool
iii) History of Seismology - 2015
Details TBC
iv) In review by the Geological Society for 2014 onwards
None known.
v) Others requesting sponsorship
Five requests for funding have been received.
a) Wegener event – “Measuring and modelling our dynamic plate” - a request for funding has been received
from Prof Tim Wright (Leeds) and others for support to host this meeting in Leeds on the 1st-4th September
2014. The committee agreed to offer a £750 contribution to this meeting.
b) Post-Perovskite Tenth Anniversary Meeting - a request for funding has been received from Dr Andy
Nowacki (Bristol) and others for support to host this meeting in Bristol on the 23rd-24th June 2014. A
5
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budgetary breakdown was provided together with a list of possible funders, highlighting that the subject
matter may not be of much interest to industry and that the academic societies may have to be relied upon to
provide funding. An overseas speaker is also named in the proposal. An additional £500 was agreed to cover
the costs of the overseas speaker. This now amounts to a total funding of £1000 for this meeting.
c) “Holistic rock physics: integrating theory, observations and applications” - a request for funding has been
received from Prof Ian Main (Edinburgh) to host this meeting in the Lake District in late August 2015. The
meeting will be held in honour of Prof Philip Meredith’s contribution to rock physics. The committee agreed
to offer a £500 contribution to this meeting.
d) “Deep Earth processes” - a request for funding has been received from Dr Sally Gibson (Cambridge) to
host this meeting at the Geol Soc in September 2014. The committee agreed to offer a £500 contribution to
this meeting.
e) “Seismology from space” - a request for funding has been received from Prof Peter Clarke (Newcastle) and
others to host this meeting at the RAS G meeting on the 9th May 2014. The committee agreed to offer a £500
contribution to this meeting.
vi) RAS ‘G’ Meetings
As above.
vii) RAS National Astronomy Meeting
The committee has received a suggestion from Prof Barry Parsons (RAS Council) that it convene one or more
sessions on a geophysical theme at the next RAS National Astronomy Meeting. The committee debated the
pros and cons, and also reconsidered the possibility of resurrecting the UK Geophysical Association (UKGA)
Conference. It was agreed that, for now, given the timing of AGU and EGU and the success of the PGRIP and
NAG meetings, that resurrecting UKGA or attempting the engage the community to attend a meeting that a
large percentage of the content would not be of immediate interest, was not the best use of resources and that,
instead, efforts should be concentrated on current meetings, outreach activities and the RAS “G” series.
viii) NAG 2015 suggestions
The Secretary noted that there were, as yet, no suggestions for NAG 2015 but she had booked, having
consulted the RAS, the rooms at the Geol Soc for the 5th-6th February 2015. A number of suggestions were
made including approaching the 2014 Bullerwell Lecture (Dr Kate Rychert) to convene a meeting on the
lithosphere/asthenosphere boundary. Suggestions for NAG 2016 should now be sought.
ACTION
Chair to contact Dr Rychert.
Chair and Meetings Officer to progress planning for NAG 2016.
Sectretary to contact the meeting organisers to make the funding offers.
[Secretary’s postscript: Dr Rychert has agreed to convene the NAG 2015 meeting.]
15

Reports from completed meetings
i) NAG 2012 meeting and A&G article
Still outstanding.
ii) NAG 2013 meeting and A&G article
Outstanding.
iii) Bullerwell 2013 A&G article
Now due.
ACTION
Secretary to contact the meeting convenors to remind them that outstanding reports are due.
[Secretary’s postscript: meeting convenors have been contacted and agreed to provide the outstanding reports
by August 2014, in time to be received at the next Executive meeting.]

15

Any other business
i) Timings of meetings
PS suggested that the timings of BGA meetings might be adjusted to better match the financial planning cycle,
in particular the AGM. After some discussion it was agreed that, apart from finance planning, the current dates
worked well and would be retained, but that this issue would be revisited at the pre-AGM Executive meeting in
6
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one year’s time.
16

Date of next meeting
Executive Committee Autumn meeting 2014 – TBC 14:00 on Weds 3rd September 2014 at the University of Liverpool.
Executive Committee Spring meeting 2015 – 14:00 on Weds 4th February 2015 at the Geological Society.
Annual General Meeting 2015 – c. 12:30 on Fri 6th February 2015 at the Geological Society.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 17:00.

For information:
Committee Membership and terms of office
The constitution requires there to be:
8 members who are fellows of one of the parent societies
4 (up to) co-opted members who need not be fellows
2 representatives, one each from the parent societies.
The current committee membership is as follows:
Fellow members:
Prof. Mike Kendall
TBC
Prof. Peter Clarke
TBC
TBC
Mr Paul Denton
Prof. Andreas Rietbrock
Dr Jenny Collier
Dr James Wookey
Dr Derek Keir
Co-opted members:
Prof. John Brodholt
Dr George Tuckwell
Miss Jenny Taylor
TBC
Dr Max Moorkamp
Parent society members:
Dr Lyndsay Fletcher
Prof. Alistair Fraser

– President
– Secretary
– Treasurer
– Newsletter Officer
– Web Officer
– Schools Liaison and Outreach Officer
– Member Without Portfolio
– President (elect)
– Treasurer (elect)
– Meetings Officer (elect)

– term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015
– term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015
– term: Feb 2012-Feb 2015
– term: Feb 2014-Feb 2017
– term: Feb 2014-Feb 2017
– term: Feb 2014-Feb 2017
– term: Feb 2014-Feb 2017

– Outreach Representative
– term: Feb 2011-Feb 2015
– Industry Representative
– term: Feb 2011-Feb 2015
– Postgraduate Representative
– term: Feb 2013-Feb 2015
– acting Web Officer and Newsletter Officer
– Nominations and Awards Officer
– Member Without Portfolio (elect)
– term: Feb 2014-Feb 2017
– Royal Astronomical Society
– Geological Society

– term: Feb 2011-Feb 2014
– term: Feb 2013-Feb 2016
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